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To receive information about an upcoming CFT with:
 CFSS: please email: dawnr@cfssinc.com 

Polara Health: please email: whensthecft@polarahealth.com
 Spectrum: please email: susans@spectrumhg.org

Please give the clinics 48 hours to reply to your email

Child and Family Team Meetings

CASA
LibraryKids’

D ID  YOU  KNOW THAT  WE  HAVE  BOOKS
FOR  YOUR  CASA  K I DDOS?

THESE  BOOKS  HAVE  B E EN  GENEROUSLY
DONATED  BY  THE  F R I ENDS  OF  THE

PRESCOTT  PUBL I C  L I B RARY.   S TOP  BY
THE  OF F I C E  TO  P I CK  UP  ONE  OR  TWO

FOR  YOUR  K I DDO.   A S  YOU  CAN  S E E  WE
ARE  OVERF LOW ING !

DONT
FORGET
ABOUT
OUR

PASSES
AND

MOVIE
T ICKETS !

A                      thank you to Jessica and

Amy who stepped in gladly to help me

complete this month’s newsletter.  You

guys are the best!

HUGE 

https://heritageparkzoo.org/
https://outofafricapark.com/
https://harkins.com/theatres/prescott-valley-14/2025-10-15
https://highlandscenter.org/
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Adoption Day
May 8, 2026



CASA Spring Appreciation Luncheon



Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation
Gala 2026



C A S A   K u d o s Kudos to Tricia C who worked tirelessly on making sure that the services that were
ordered were in place on her CASA baby which include her submitting the referral
herself!

Kudos to Joan F for putting through her first grant without hesitation or assistance to
ensure that an immediate need was addressed and taken care of!

Kudos to Jo Z, Greg B and Janice L for coming alongside to mentor to new CASAs with
their first cases.

Kudos to Amy E for seeing through her assigned dependency case through to ADOPTION
– WOO HOO!

Kudos to Bob R who has patiently stood by his CASA teen through decisions that have
impacted his education and finances. Bob continues to respect his teen's choices and
offers steady, nonjudgmental support, encouraging him to keep learning, growing, and
doing better.

Kudos to Cathy J for finishing strong on her case as the child was adopted on Adoption
Day!

Kudos to Bob M for being involved throughout the case and being part of adoption day
for his CASA child😊

Kudos to Lynn M for taking an additional case where the children are placed in Maricopa
County!

Kudos to Patricia B and Bob M for their participation in Dependency 101!

Kudos to Steve H and Roberta H for seeing their case through to reunification!

Kudos to Randy K and Deb O for seeing one of their CASA children through to adoption,
two more to go 😊
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Ellen Dewan 
6/11

Tricia
Crean

6/11

Ron Stoehr

2 years
Amy Edwards

2 years

Bev Medlyn
6/10

Eileen Roberts
6/17

Vicki Service
6/16

Ron Stoehr
6/4

Jeni O’Callaghan
6/14

Meg Rowan 

1 year

Sharleen Henderson 

1 year



One of the goals of the Court Team for Infants and Toddlers (Best for Babies) in Yavapai County that
was created over two years ago was to develop a program to help foster and kinship placements

understand and learn more about the court process and their role as a foster or kinship placement. In
May 2024, the 1  Dependency 101 Class – Mock Hearing was held at the Juvenile Justice Center in

Prescott, and the response was wonderful! Since May 2024, the Dependency 101 Classes have
expanded, and topics covered within the classes have included: Child and Family Team (CFT) meetings,

Shared Parenting Panel, and Parenting Time Visits and Child Dysregulation Panel. To mark our 5
Dependency 101 Class, we decided to change things up, and for the first time, held the Dependency 101

Class at the Camp Verde Superior Courthouse on the evening of May 13, 2026! 

st

th

During the class, a mock dependency hearing was conducted where foster and kinship placements were
able to observe how the court proceeds through a dependency hearing as well as learning about the

roles of each person attending a dependency hearing. The mock dependency hearing included: Presiding
Juvenile Court Judge, Assistant Attorney General, DCS Case Manager, Attorney for Mother, Role of

Mother, Attorney for Father, Role of Father, Attorney for the Child, Behavioral Health, Foster Placement,
and a Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA). Each mock dependency hearing participant was

outstanding within their respective role! 
After the mock dependency hearing concluded, Dependency 101 Class participants had the opportunity
to ask questions about the dependency process and discussed the type of updates the court would like
to receive from placements during court hearings regarding how the child(ren) are doing with foster or

kinship placement. 
Each foster and kinship placement was provided with a dependency flow chart specific to Yavapai
County, Understanding the Roles in a Dependency Court Hearing, a Guide to Child and Family Team

Meetings, along with a QR code for the DCS Go-To Guide for Foster and Kinship Caregivers and a QR
code for the CASA Dependency Resource Guide. In addition, each foster and kinship placement received

a certificate of completion for attending. 
Thank you to each person who was part of this informative and interactive evening! We look forward to
creating new and interesting material for future Dependency 101 Classes that will provide foster and

kinship placements with additional knowledge that they can apply to the amazing job they do of caring
for the kiddos in their care.😊 
Thank you for all that you do!  

Dependency
101



For many children entering foster care, comfort items such as pajamas are often overlooked
during times of transition. The goal of the pajama drive is simple: to help children feel cared for

during difficult circumstances. 

Community organizations in the Verde Valley and Prescott areas were encouraged to donate
new, unused pajamas in sizes ranging from infant to teen. During the month of April, donations

were dropped off at designated collection sites throughout the community. The total number of
pajamas donated was 80! Thank you to the many churches and organizations that dropped off

pajamas at our main Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation office in Prescott Valley! 

In addition to pajamas, pajama drive supporters contributed books to go with each pajama set.
Thank you to Prescott Public Library, Imagination Library, and Peregrine Book Company, for the

75 books donated this year! 

Verde and Prescott CASA’s were provided the opportunity to submit requests for their CASA
kiddos also! A total of 17 pajamas and books were set aside for the CASA kiddos. The Verde and

Prescott DCS offices also had the opportunity to obtain pajamas and books for the children they
work with. 

I look forward to continuing the pajama drive next year, as it is very fulfilling to be a part of this
amazing cause and giving community. 

Sheri
Assistant Manager - Verde Valley
Yavapai CASA for Kids Foundation 

PAJAMA DRIVE
2026



Topic of the Month:  Perinatal Mental Health’s Impacts on Families and How We Can Make a Difference
This session, led by David Barko, LCSW, PMH-C, IMH-E, covers the severity of perinatal mood and anxiety
disorders (PMAD) and the challenges families face in seeking help. 
﻿You will learn about evidence-based approaches, including screening recommendations, and local Arizona
strategies to support parents and eliminate barriers to care.
Yavapai Best for Babies meets in-person on the first Friday of each month from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at the
Prevent Child Abuse Arizona office (3298 Bob Dr., Prescott Valley). These monthly meetings bring together child
welfare professionals and community members to collaborate, share ideas, and strengthen outcomes for our
youngest children. Our next meeting is June 5 !  th
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onnectingASAs

Because the work of a CASA is confidential, it is important to have a
safe place to talk about your case. ALL CASAs are highly encouraged
to attend a CASA support group. This support group provides lively

and informative discussions. The attendees include a mix of veteran
and new CASAs and CASA staff. These discussions can help you

understand system issues,  procedures, identify needs and solve
unanswered questions. CASAs Connecting qualifies for training hours!

6/10/26
9am - 11 am

in person at the JJC

6/25/26
9am - 11 am
Virtual Only

Attend our
CASA Peer

Support Group
to help you be
more effective
on your case

Watch your email for
link to this meeting
during that week!





T h i s  t r u e ,  h e a r t w a r m i n g  s t o r y  r e v e a l s
t h a t  m i r a c l e s  o c c u r  i n  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .
E n j o y a b l e  a n d  u p l i f t i n g ,  O n e  K i d  a t  a
T i m e  w i l l  e m p o w e r- - a n d  e n c o u r a g e - -

e v e r y o n e  w h o  r e a d s  i t .
D a n n y  h a d  n o  c h a n c e .  H i s  m o t h e r

a b a n d o n e d  h i m .  H i s  f a t h e r  i n  p r i s o n
d i d n ' t  k n o w  h i m .  H i s  g r a n d m o t h e r

b e a t  h i m  s o  b a d l y  t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s
c o u l d n ' t  c o u n t  t h e  b r u i s e s .  H e  l i v e d
n o n s t o p  d a y s  o f  u n e n d i n g  a n x i e t y ,
l o n e l i n e s s  a n d  t e r r o r.  O r d e r e d  i n t o

f o s t e r  c a r e ,  t h e  s y s t e m  i s o l a t e d ,
d r u g g e d  a n d  b e t r a y e d  h i m .

J a k e  l i v e d  t h e  g o o d  l i f e .  W a r m
f r i e n d s h i p s ,  p l e n t y  o f  m o n e y  a n d

f r e e d o m  t o  d o  w h a t  h e  e n j o y e d .  F r o m
t h e  o u t s i d e  h e  h a d  t h e  p e r f e c t

e x i s t e n c e .  B u t  i n s i d e  h e  l o n g e d  f o r  a
c h i l d .Books

Available
IN THE CASA OFFICE

JUNE
8TH

9:30  AM



















CELEBRATION!Gift CardsGift Cards
Does your CASA kiddo have a birthday coming up?  Get

a great report card or improve in a class they were
struggling with?  Successfully complete potty training?

Any other event or milestone?
Stop by the CASA office to pick up a Celebration Gift

Card!  Thank you YCFKF!

The Wrapped in Love (WiL) Diaper Bank
provides diapers and supplies to
struggling families across Yavapai
County. Diapers are given to families
through their affiliation with a service
agency in the community. WiL promotes
health and wellness by providing
Yavapai County participants with
diapers, wipes and referrals to local
services. The overarching goal of WiL is
to alleviate the cost of diapering and
strengthen access to resources for
struggling families in Yavapai County.
The staff and volunteers at WiL
coordinate with community agencies
and family programs to ensure that
needy families have access to the
resources available to assist them in
raising healthy children.
Yavapai County CASA Volunteers can
request diapers for their foster or
kinship families who are struggling to
buy diapers.
If you would like to order diapers for
your CASA baby’s family, please contact
your coordinator.

WRAPPEDIN LOVE



CASA of YavapaiCounty 

Children taken
into DCS custody

Number of CASAs

Total number of
children in DCS Care

New Cases filed

9

73
92

7

201

Kids who still need a CASA

May  in  Yavapai County 

Children with a CASA

109

aceb
ook

like us! follow us!

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100070352297859


Kristi Newman (928) 771-3398
Family Treatment Court Coordinator 
email: knewman@courts.az.gov

Contact Information
www.casaofyavapaicounty.org

Prescott Office
(928) 771-3165

Amber Martin, Dependency Court Manager
email: amartin@courts.az.gov

Kathy McCormick, Mediator
email: kmccormi@courts.az.gov

Evelyn Hurtado, Admin Assistant I
email: ehurtado@courts.az.gov

Camp Verde Office
(928) 554-8900

Jen Bahr
Dependency Program Manager II
email: jbahr@courts.az.gov

Laura Gray
Program Coordinator II
email: lagray@courts.az.gov

Jessica Hines, Program Coordinator  III
email: jhines@courts.az.gov

Robin Fernandez Ames, Support Staff
email: rfernanzesames@courts.az.gov

Amy Fillingim, Program Coordinator II
email:  afillingim@courts.az.gov



www.YavapaiCASAforKids.org
P.O. Box 28070

 Prescott Valley, AZ  86312
(928)445-0800

Yvonne Bartlett, Executive Director and
Interim contact for Grants for Kids Program
Mona Stephens, Development

Questions about YC4KF?
email: info@yavapaicasaforkids.org

Board Members:
Lisa Watts, President 

Greg Byrum, Vice President/Secretary 
Cheryl Micholofki, Treasurer

Eileen Bond, Emeritus Member
Marlene Joy
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